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lived. To these people Wilson appears to/it stand forever! And he is a great man, and 
have been of service, and though none of them | his name is padre John Wilson. He is high- 
are stated to have made profession of Chiristi- | ly counted of, and of generous heart. He 
anity, they have been induced to forsake the desires to go to the four districts to perform 
worship of ido!s and have returned to a purer | the pilgrimage. We entreat of you that your 
judaism. They have received, with gratitude, | reverences may @o him honour in every place 
copies of the Old Testament placed in their| where the sole of his foot may tread. This 
hands by Protestants, and entertained, at least | will hallow the name of the Lord. For he 
towards John Wilson, the most friendly feclings, |loveth Israel, and is generous with his pro- 
on account of the benefits which they are sen-| perty, and sheweth kindness to all Israel. 
sible they have received. | Whatever act of kindness you will do to him, 

On his departure from India, they commit-| we shall consider as if it had been done to 
ted to his charge sundry addresses and epistles | ourselves. ‘This is sufficient for the intelligent. 
to their brethren in Syria, which were the| And in this manner may the height of the 
means of procuring Wilson a hearty recep-|throne of their reverences be lifted up and ex- 


tion among them. 
The Eastern Jews. The Syrian Jews manifested great interest | 
John Wilson, an eminent member. of | 
the “ Free Church of Scotland,” one of the | earlier orivin than the Babylonian captivity— 
Presidents of the Royal Asiatic Society, and, land were disposed to look upon the bearer of 
for some fifteen years a missionary in the; their messages of love, almost as one of their | 
north-western part of India, returned in the| kindred, and one with whom they might ven- 
year 1843, by the overland route, to his native 
country, in order to reinvigorate a constitution | dom, upon sacred topics. 
somewhat impaired by so longa residence in| But besides the epistles of the Beni-Israel, 
a hot and arid climate. Being a man of tal-|he had, from the Arabian Jews of India, a 
ent and observation, and 2 scholar versed in| circular letter of introduction, commending 


oriental and classic lore, he naturally felt him-| him in strong terms to the friendly regards of 


self pretty well qualified to print a book pve bros Syrian brethren at Jerusalem, Safed, 
his travels through the interesting countries | Hebron and Tiberias—the four principal seats 
which he had traversed on his homeward jour- of Jewish learning in the East. 
ney. We haveof late years had such a mul- | ‘a fair specimen of oriental grandiloquence and 
titude of volumes, devoted to those regions, | adulation. 

poured upon us, that we are almost inclined, ‘‘l'o the kings of hosts—who are for a sign 
to turn with aversion from any new publica- | 
tion, even though it may pretend to originali- ‘the upright and the perfect—who are a heap 
ty, upon a subject which has been so ‘pleas. | of spices, and incense of spices—men of be- 
antly and, one would suppose, so thoroughly | nignity and compassion—the entirely holy, 
treated already. Nevertheless John Wilson |[&c., &c. ,]—who are in the four districts, 
has produced a book worthy of attention, and Jerusalem, ‘Psaphath, Hebron, and Taberiah 
possessing at least one feature which serves | —the dwellers in the land of Israel, and that 





to distinguish it from a crowd of predecessors. are in every place—the pillars and the bases | 
A prominent object of his attention, while re-|—who are the leaders out and in—whose ful- | 


sident in India, and throughout his journey, was | ness is to the end of the world—the distin- 
the present condition, especially i ina religious | | guished rabbis—that lighten like lightening. 
sense, of the different Jewish communities still}. . . Let their horn be exalted—let the 
existing in the East. He had advantages for | Lord be their help and shield. Amen. So 
the prosecution of his researches in this parti- | let it be his pleasure. 

cular, sach as have seldom, perhaps never, “ From the desert of the East, we that enjoy 
before, fallen to the lot of a Christian traveller | | peace, [give] our salutations, numerous and 
in those parts. In India his mind had been | strong. 


Portuguese, in the sixteenth century—who, | festivity in their dwelling—the garment of 
claiming Abraham for their Father, stamped | praise and the covering of the bridegrooms ; | 


with the Israelitish physiognomy, and retain- | [&c., &c.] May He ‘sustain them, and ele-| 


ing, though in much corruption, distinct ves- 
tiges of the Mosaic institutions, were yet desti- 

tute of the Bible, and, like their erring brethren 
of old, strongly tinetured with the idolatry of 
the uncircumcised heathen among whom they 


| vate them everlastingly. Amen. Selah. 
«This is from us the undersigned. We make | 
known to your reverences that there goes from 








lish, and who is of the city of Bombay. 


ture to commune, with some degree of free- | 


The letter is | 


and wonder, the honoured of the honoured— | 


Let there be multiplied corn in their | 
much drawn towards the Beni-Israel—that | years—peace in their fortresses—let their | 
remarkable people found in Bombay by the , greatness increase—let there be praise and | 


among us one who is of the men of the Eng-| ber. 
May | zim—about one-sixth of the whole—known in 


jalted, As the thrones of kings, may their 
| greatness be multiplied both in their courts 


in that most ancient and long lost fragment of | and palaces. May the Lord bless their portion, 
their old commonwealth—believing it to be of and be pleased with the work of their hands 


as with a burnt-offering, and a sweet smellin 

savour to the Lord. ‘The upright shall dwell 
rejoicing, and being very glad, safe in their 
imaginings. Let their tents prosper. [Let 
them be like] myrrh and aloes, and like gar- 


|dens by a river—like tents that the Lord hath 
| planted—like pleasant plants. 
_strength and pleasure in all their borders. Ye 
shall dwell safely in your land. 


Let there be 


The Lord 
God of recompenses shall requite. May 
goodness be multiplied upon the house of 
Israel ! 

‘Written in the city of Bombay on the 
fourth of the month Tebeth, in the year: ‘ He 


shall blow with the great trumpet because the 


Lord will save his people Israel.” (5603.)” 
The letter, as the reader may have noticed, 
has undergone some curtailment in the 
transcription, for the Arabian Jews are 
evidently of the number of those that think 
they sha!l be heard for their much speaking. 
lis first presentation occurred at ‘Tiberias, 
where its announcement made no small stir. 
“On this grave production having been 
read, the venerable and learned rabbis handed 


it round from one to another, renewed their 


snlutations, and kindly inquired for the elders 
of the congregation of Bombay whose signa- 
tures it bears. ‘The Hakim” [or chief,] says 
Wilson, “ then told me that he was extremely 
happy that | had come to visit the afflicted 
Jews in their own land, and cordially thanked 
me for all the kindness which I had shown to 
the afflicted Jews of India, of which, he said, 
he had before heard from the Shelohim, who 
had been sent from Hebron to collect alms for 
their relief in that country. Rabbi Moshe, one 
of those messengers, whom | had seen in Bom- 
bay. upon this rose and shook hands with us, 
according to the customs of Europe.” 

The Jews of Hebron are about 300 in num. 
They are of two classes: the Ashkena- 
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Europe 

the Sephardim, who are purely oriental or 
Turkish. The two classes appear to have 
little intercourse with each other. “ The chief 
rabbi of the Ashkenazim, is the very beawideal 
of a Jew in his countenance, but arrayed in 
very fantastic habiliments, partly oriental and 
partly occidental, like those of most of his 
sect, who do not in general follow the example 
in the article of dress of the Sephardim, who 
adopt, as far as possible, the eastern fashion. 
He wore a brown beaver hat with an immense 
brim, and a garment, somewhat in the form 
of a dressing-gown. He professed entire ig. | 
norance of the Sephardim of Hebron; but he 
told us that the Ashkenazim, some fifty or 
sixty in number, were principally from Poland 
and Russia. The great object, he said, they 
have in view in coming to the Holy Land, is 
that they may die there. Nota single one of | 
them can read or understand Arabic, the lan- 
guage of the country, though two or three of 
them can repeat a few colloquial sentences, 
which they have learned from intercourse with 
the people. They have no regular school, 
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fere with the arrangements which we had made 
with our kind hosts, for whom we cherished 
the warmest regard.” ‘The Sheikh after ban- 
tering the Jews upon the fine opportunity now 
offered them of becoming Nazarenes, and 
chatting lightly on some other topics, took 
leave, quite content with the probability, which} 
was held up, of asuitable return for his polite- 
ness in some substantial form. 

He granted the travellers as free and full 
access to the sacred localities of the Muham- 
madans at Hebron, as it was lawful for him 
to permit to Christians, and availing themselves 
of this license they devoted one day to that 
purpose and to a general examination of inter- 
esting objects in and about that very ancient 
cily. 

On their return in the evening, they were | 
notified that the principal men of the Sephar-| 
dim were ready for a conference. | 

(To be continued.) 


The Nitre Lake in Egypt. 


‘ 
What a singular scene ! 


In the midst of 


Such was the impressive discipline which even 
this Italian, who was a man of genile manners, 
considered it necessary to adopt towards these 
Fellahs. The plates of nitre, afier undergo- 
ing a preliminary cleaning upon the banks of 
the lake, are carried into the castle, where, by 
various processes, they become a dazzling 
white powder ; and this is conveyed in large 
quantities to Terauneh.— Tischendorff’s Tra- 
vels, 


For ** The Friend." 
Page on Teaching. 


Having perused with much interest the fore- 
going work from which some extracts were 
recently furnished by one of the correspon- 
dents of “ The Friend,” | offer for insertion a 
few additional articles from its columns. 


“ Never make the study of the Bible a pun- 
ishment. 

“| have known a teacher to assign sundry 
passages of the Bible condemnatory of a par- 
ticular sin, to be committed to memory as a 


but the children, nevertheless, are kept at read-| this sandy waste, where uniformity is rarely! punishment. 1 have also known the idle 


ing by the different rabbis, who give them a| 
lesson according to their convenience.” 
Wilson, during his stay in Hebron, was the | 
guest of the Sephardim, and they treated him 
with great hospitality, according to their 


interrupted by grass or shrubs, there are ex-| 
tensive districts where nitre springs from the| 
earth like crystallized fruits. One thinks he} 
sees a wild, overgrown with moss, weeds, and | 
shrubs, thickly covered with hoar frost. And 


scholar to be detained afier school to stud 

passages of scripture, because he had failed to 
learn his other lessons in due time. | believe 
this to be bad policy, as well as doubtful reli- 
gion. The lessons that.a child thus learns, 


means. He had been expected for some weeks, | !0 imagine this wintry scene, beneath the fer- are always connected in his mind with unplea- 
and upon his arrival, “as soon as it was an-|vid heat of an Egyptian sun, will give some sant associations, His heart is not made bet- 


nounced that the ‘ travellers from Hind’ had | 


idea of the strangeness of its aspect. 


The) 


ter by truths thus learned. The Bible indeed 


arrived, there was a general turnout to bid | existence of this nitre upon the sandy surface! should be [read] by the young, but they should 
them welcome to the place which became the|is caused by the evaporation of the lakes. | be attracted to it by the spirit of love, rather 


first possession of Abraham in the land of pro- | According to the quantity of nitre left behind than driven to it by the spirit of vindictiveness, 
mise. Every thing was in readiness for their | do these fantastic shapes assume either a daz-|They who suppose that children can be made 
reception, at the house of one of the rabbis, |zling white colour, or are more or less tinted |to love the Bible by being thus driven to the 


Before they passed its threshold they were 


with the sombre hue of the sand. The nitre’ 


study of it, have sadly mistaken the human 


embraced by all its members, of all ages and| lakes themselves, six in number, situated in a/ heart.” 


both sexes ; and so many persons offered their | 
services that they knew not how to avail them- | 
selves of their kindness. 


spacious valley between two rows of low sand) 


hills, presented—at least the three which we) 


** Ride no ‘ hobbies’ in teaching. Almost 
every man in whatever vocation, has some 


They were conduct- | visited—a pleasing contrast in their dark blue hobby, some ‘ one idea,’ which he pushes for- 


ed to a vaulted room, raised from the general jand red colour, to the dull hues of the sand.| ward on all occasions, no matter what may be 
passage, having diwans in the ‘Turkish style| ‘The nitre, which forms a thick crystallized|the consequences. It is not strange that it is 


at its extremity, and covered with carpets.| crust upon these shallow lakes, is broken off often thus with the teacher. 


They were told that it was the best in the | 
house, and that it was set about for their use 
while they might rernain in the place. Several 
lamps with olive oil, the product of the Vale | 
of Mamre, and a fire of charcoal, were imme- 
diately kindled. ‘Their luggage, carried from 
the gates by some of the willing youth who} 
came to their assistance, was quickly at their 
command. The damsels brought them water | 
for their ablutions, offering at the same time 
to wash their feet, in discharge of the primitive | 
rights of naire A dainty repast was set 
before them; and every thing which they | 
could desire was at their command.” 

It was not from the Sephardim only that 
Wilson received a cordial welcome. ‘ The} 
Muhammadan Chief of Hebron, the Sheikh 
”Abdur-Rahman, came to pay us his respects, 
bringing a sheep with him as his introductory | 
present. He seemed to have high notions of 
our importance. ‘The Jews were surprised to 
see him in their own quarter, which they said 
he had not visited for'a long period ; and they 
feared that he was about to force us to become 
his guests. But we begged him not to inter- 





in large square plates, which are either of a 
dirty white, or of a flesh colour, or of a deep | 
dark red. The Fellahs employed upon this, 
labour stand quite naked in the water, fur-| 
nished with iron rods. The part which is) 
removed being speedily renewed, the riches of | 
its produce are inexhaustible. It is hence that) 
nearly the whole of Europe is exclusively sup- | 
plied with nitre; and this has probably been 
the case for ages, for Sinard mentions, at the! 
commencement of the last century, that then 
six and thirty thousand hundred weight of 
nitre was annually broken for the Grand Sig-' 
nor, to whom it yielded thirty-six purses. By, 
the side of one of the lakes, piled in large lay- 
ers, was heaped the produce of last week’s| 
labours. My companion had occasion to find 
fault with the result of the work of one of the 
villagers. ‘The Sheikh of the village stood 
before us. He sharply rebuked him, and to 
give greater effect to his words, he crossed his 
naked shoulders two or three times with his 
whip of elephant's hide. The Fellah sprang) 
as a gazelle jnto the lake, and received his 
further instructions beyond arm’s length. ' 


If the teacher 
has any independence of mind, any originali- 
ty, he will at some period in his life naturally 
incline to try some experiments in teaching. 
Partly on account 6f the novelty of the plan, 
and partly on account of the teacher’s inter- 
est in the success of his own measure he finds 
it works well in the class where it was first 
tried and he rejoices that he has made a dis- 
covery. ‘Teaching now possesses a new inter- 
est for him, and he very likely becomes enthu- 
siastic. He applies his new measure to other 
classes, and loudly recommends it to other 
teachers. For a time it succeeds, and it be- 
comes his hobby. Whenever a stranger visits 
his school, he shows off his new measure. 
Whenever he attends a teachers’ meeting, he 
describes it, and perhaps presents a class of 
his pupils to verify its excellency. He aban- 
dons his old and long-tried plans, and persists 
in the new one. By and by the novelty has 
worn away, and his pupils become dull under 
its operation, and reason suggests that a re- 
turn to the former methods would be advisa- 
ble. Still, because it is his invention, he per- 
sists. Others try the experiment. Some suc- 
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ceed ; some fail. Some of them by a public |our own country. During sixteen years past, | brilliantly coloured branch shows itself ona 
speech commit themselves to it, and then per- those babes of the infant school have grown | verdant tree, or a few scattered leaves exhibit 
sist in it to preserve their consistency. In| into * young men and maidens,’ in no ways) the tints of October, while all the rest of the 
this way a great many objectionable modes of | distinguished after all, unless they have since | tree and wood has the soft greens of June. 
teaching have gained currency, and still hold | achieved distinction by actual study. The | The sting of an insect, the gnawing of a worm 
their sway ia many of our schools. pupils of those higher schools have obtained | at the pith, or the presence of minute parasi- 

“Among these | might mention concert re- | whatever they now value in their education, |tic plants, often gives the premature colours 
citation, and oral instruction, when made a\ mainly by the use of their eyes. It has been | of autumn to one or a few leaves, The frost 














substitute for study. Of the origin and ten-| 


dency of the former | have spoken more at 





found that God was indeed wise in the bestow- 
ment of sight,—and some at least have acknow- 


length in the chapter on * Conducting Recita- | ledged that a method that is well suited to the 
tions.’ Of the latter a word or two may be| instruction of those who are blind, because it 


said in this place. 

“It was found years ago, in the earlier at- 
temps to teach the blind, that they made very 
rapid strides in acquiring knowledge through 
the sole medium of oral instruction. As might 
have been foreseen, they became intensely in- 
terested in hearing about things which had 
surrounded them all their days, but which 
they had never seen. Shut in as they were 
from the privilege of sight, there was nothing 
to distract their attention from whatever was 


communicated to them through the sense of 


hearing ; and as they had been blind from 
their births, this discipline of attention had 
been going on from infancy. Under these 
circumstances their progress in knowledge by 
mere oral teaching was astonishing. ‘This 
was all well. But soon some one conceived 
the idea of substituting oral instruction for 
study among seeing children.—Immediately 
there was an oral mania. Infant schools 
gtew up in every village,—infant school ma- 
nuals were prepared, filled with scientific 
baby talk, ex the use of the worthy dames 
who were ive the hobby ; and the nine- 
pees century badeair to do more towards 
ighting up the fires Wt aginnce than all time 
beforehand accomplished! It was truly won- 
derful for a time to listen to the learned volu- 
bility of these same infant schools. The won- 
ders of astronomy, chemistry, botany and zool. 
ogy, with the terms of Cuvier’s classification, 
and a thousand other things, were all detailed 
with astonishing familiarity by pupils under 
five years of age! Some eminent teachers 
sagely took the hint, and adopted the oral sys- 
tem with their older classes. The sciences 


were taught by lectures, The pupils of this|course, or for some other reason. 


happy day had nothing to do* but to sit and 
receive. To be sure, sometimes they would 
become inattentive, and it would be discover- 
ed by their teachers that they did not retain 
quite all that was told to them. This, how- 
ever, was no fault of the system, it was urged ; 
the system was well enough, but unfortunate- 
ly the pupils had eyes, and their atiention was 
frequently diverted by the unlucky use of 
these worthless organs. A royal road, sure 
enough, was found to the temple of science, 
too long beyond mortal reach by reason of 
the rugged footpath over which the student 
was compelled to climb. Happy, glorious 
day! No more must toil and thought be the 
prize of success! No more must the mid- 
night oil be consumed, and the brain be puz- 
zled, in search of the wisdom of ages! No 
more must the eyes be pained in searching 
the classic page; the ear is to be the easy 
inlet to the soul !” 

“Such was the hobby of 1829 to 1831 in 


is the only possible one for them, may not be 
the best for those who can see. At the pre- 
sent time the sentiment begins to prevail, that 
oral instruction can never supply the place of 
study ; that the lecturing or * pouring in pro- 
cess,’ cannot long secure the attention ; that 
the mind by merely receiving, gains no vigour 
of its own; and that scholars must be made, 
if made at all, mainly by their own exertions 
in the use of books, 

“It would be easy to mention other exam- 
ples of hobbies which have been ridden by 
teachers very much to the injury of their 
schools, Those already given may, however, 
suffice for the purpose of illustration, Let it 
be remembered, then, that no one method of 
instruction comprises all the excellencies and 
avoids all the defects of good teaching ; and 
that he is the wisest teacher who introduces a 
judicious variety into his modes of instruction, 
profiting by the suggestions of others, but re- 
lying mainly upon his own careful observation, 
eschewing all ‘ patent methods,’ and never los- 
ing his common sense. 

“ Under the head of hobbies | may add one 
other remark. Many teachers have some 
favourite branch of study, in which, because 
they excel, they take special delight. One 
man is a good mathematician, another an ex- 
pert accountant, a third a skilful grammarian. 
Now the danger is, that the favourite branch 
of study may become the hobby,—and that 
the other branches will be neglected. ‘This is 
indeed not unfrequently the case. 

“Again, some teachers are more interested 
in the higher branches generally, because 
they were the last pursued in their college 
They 
therefore weglect the lower studies, to the great 
detriment of the youth under their charge. 
Against all such partial views the teacher 
should take pains to guard himself. He may 
fall unconsciously and almost imperceptibly 
into some of these errors. Let me add the 
caution then,—never allow your partiality 
for one study, or a class of studies, to divert 
your attention from all those other branches 
which are necessary to constitute a good edu- 
cation.” 

Autumnal Tints of Leaves.—‘ The obser- 
vation, for a single year of the varying colours 
of the red maple would be sufficient to dis- 
prove the common theory, that the colours of 
the leaves in autumn are dependent on the 
frosts. 

“ [t is not an uncommon thing to see a sin- 
gle tree in a forest of maples turning to a 
crimson or scarlet, in July or August, while 
all the other trees remain green. A single 














has very little to do with the autumn colours. 
Some trees are not perceptibly affected by it. 
The sober browns and dark reds, those of the 
elms and several of the oaks, may be the gra- 
dual effects of continued cold. 

“‘ The brighter colours seem to depend upon 
other causes. An unusually moist summer, 
which keeps the cuticle of the forest leaves 
thin, delicate, and translucent, is followed by 
an autumn of resplendent colours. A dry 
summer by rendering the cuticle hard and 
thick, makes it opaque, and although the same 
bright colours may be formed within the sub- 
stance of the leaf, they are not exhibited to 
the eye ; the fall woods are tame ; and the ex- 
pectation of the rich variety of gaudy colours 
is disappointed.” 





Loss of Thirdly.—Mr. » minister of 
, had the custom of writing the heads of 
his discourse on small slips of paper, which 
he placed on the Bible before him, to be used 
in succession. One day when he was ex- 
plaining the second head, he got a little warm, 
and came down with such a thump upon the 
Bible with his hand, that the ensuing slip fell 
over the edge of the pulpit, though unperceiv- 
ed by himself. On reaching the end of the 
second head, he looked down for the third 
slip; but, alas! it was not to be found. 
“Thirdly,” he cried, looking around with 
great anxiety. After a little pause, “ Third- 
ly,” again he exclaimed; but still no thirdly 
appeared. ‘ Thirdly, | say, my brethren,” 
pursued the bewildered clergyman, but not 
another word could he utter. At this point, 
while the congregation were partly sympathis- 
ing with his distress, and partly rejoicing at 
such a decisive instance of the impropriety of 
using notes in preaching—which had always 
been an unpopular thing in the Scotch clergy 
—an old woman rose up and thus addressed 
the preacher: “If I’m not mistaken, sir, I 
saw Thirdly flee out at the east window, a 
quarter of an hour syne.” It is impossible 
for any but a Scotchman to conceive how 
much this aceount of the loss of Thirdly was 
relished by that part of the congregation which 
condemned the use of notes.—Chambers’s 
Scottish Book. 











Savings Bank of Baltimore.—This useful 
institution lately declared an extra dividend on 
the profits of its business for the lust three 
years, amounting to $51,000, to be divided 
between depositors who have had sums in the 
bank for one year.—Late Paper. 





*Gapes in Chichens.—lIt is said that if iron 
is kept standing in vinegar, and a litle of the 
liquid be put in the food given to chickens, it 
will prove a perfect preventive of the gapes. 
This disease is often a fatal one, carrying off, 
annually, thousands of young chickens and 
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turkeys, to say nothing of other species of | some of our youth, after was favoured to! and trembling, and expressed a few sentences 


poultry. It is a very simple remedy, certain- | 


sit in meetings of business. I frequently 


very brokenly ; and returned home with the 


ly, and one that admits of an easy trial.— Late | looked at them with love and tenderness ; but} promised reward of peace, which | had long 


Paper. 





} 


For‘' The Friend.” | 


Thomas Scattergood and his Times. 
(Continued from page 247.) 


them of the nature and design of such meet- 
ings. I found many attended through curi- 


osity ; and some from other.notives ; but very | 
few whose shoulders were preparing for the | 


|| admired to sce so little sense appear among | sought in vain; but pow that | had given up 


to the Lord’s will, [I] was favoured to obtain 
it. This was my first public appearance ; and 
| greatly desired as a sign, that if | was yet 
mistaken, | might be visited and advised by 


|burthen and exercise that lay weightily on) some Friends ; but asel met with no opposition 


Rebecca Jones we have stated was born of|divers mothers in the family, who were far| from Friends, and, contrariwise, some spake 
parents in connection with the Church of Eng- | advanced in years, and in all probability would | encouragingly to me, | found need to watch 


land. She had however been an attender of 


ere long finish their course. 


] mourned at the | 


self with a jealous eye, ‘and was fervent in 


the meetings of Friends from childhood, was of | little prospect there was of a succession, and_| spirit, that | might be preserved in true humi- 
an exemplary character, and as she now ma-| wished the spirit of Elijah might rest on Eli | lity and Divine fear, the only safe situation 


nifested by her life and conversation unity with 
the doctrines professed by them, she was in- | 
vited to attend their meetings for discipline, | 
although she had made no application to be 
received into membership. At this time, there 
were not many among the young in Philadel- 
phia, who had, by submitting to the cross of| 
Christ, and the powerful operations of the 
Holy Spirit become qualified, and drawn to 
take part in the discipline of Society. The 
meetings felt the lack of such spirits. ‘Ihe 
elder and more experienced Friends are ex- | 
pected to give sentiments on important mat- 
ters in such meetings, and sometimes, it may 
be, it is done from custom, or to answer the 
expectation of others. Where there are young | 
persons who, broken under the humbling 
power of Truth, are constrained to speak a| 
word to matters under consideration, it is apt 
to affect solemnly and beneficially the minds 
of the hearers. The late Benjamin Kite in 
one of his letters speaking of meetings of dis- 
cipline says, “I often think, that if some of 
our goodly young men, were now and then to 
put a shoulder to the wheel, they would be of 
singular service. Qh! it is of good savour 
when words spoken to the discipline are not 
from habit, but necessity.” It is true, young 





people are sometimes too zealous, and may 
put the hand too freely to the work,—but in 
this, as in all other cases, true wisdom is pro- 
fitable to direct. It is said that Samuel Bow- 
nas, perhaps towards the close of his time, 
when the holy zeal of some of those elders 
who succeeded George Fox, had begun to grow 
somewhat slack, came to a meeting in which 
this was in some measure true. Amongst the 
young people, a zeal had sprung up to revive 
the discipline, and perhaps they were too en- 
ergetic, and evger to move forward in the con- 
cern. After the meeting was over, some of 
these came round Samuel and complained that 
their elder members were too slothful, and 
lukewarm in carrying out the discipline. ‘ Ah, 
my young Friends,” he said, “it is well for 
you that there is some prudence in your elder 
Friends, or you might set the house on fire!” 
Pretty soon, some of the more aged members, 
complained to him of the forward activity of 
their younger brethren. Samuel in answer 
remarked, “ It is well that there is some zeal 
in the younger members or you might all go 
to sleep !” 

At the time when Rebecca Jones was first 
admitted to sit meetings of discipline, very 
little complaint could have been made because 
of the zeal of the young; she says, ** And here 


I would mention the observation | made of! for the Lord's service, I stood up in great fear 


sha. At these seasons | ofien felt an holy 
zeal to cover my spirit; and an engagement 
sometimes attended that the Lord’s work might 
go on and prosper; but in that weak state | 
concluded, that if the youth would not come 
up to the help of the Lord, (I mean children 


for a Gospel minister.” 

On Filth month 12th, 1760, Anthony Mor- 
ris informed the Second-day morning meeting 
of ministers and elders, that the Monthly Meet- 
ing of Philadelphia had approved the public 
ministry of David Estaugh and Rebecca Jones. 


ol believing parents,) the cause would drop ;| It was concluded to admit them to sit in the 
and was sometimes favoured to understand |Second-day morning meeting, and Anthony 


the Lord’s proclamation, ‘1 will work, and 
who shall let it.’ Very frequently | was seiz- 
ed with an apprehension, that if | was faithful 
to the manifestations of Divine Grace, the 
baptizing influences thereof, would be witness- 
ed, for the cleansing, purifying, and preparing 
my spirit, rightly to engage in the Lord’s 
work ; at which my heart trembled within me ; 
and | greatly feared | should push forward 
Uzzah like. And though in meetings both 
for worship and discipline, my duty was often 
clearly pointed out to me, yet the fear of the 
Lord’s work, a sense of my own weakness ; 
the situation | was placed in, in the world ; the 
prospect of much suffering awaiting me; but 
above all, a sense of the purity and stability 
necessary for those, that fight the Lord’s bat- 
tles ; and a sight of my own state and lone- 
some condition in the family ; | say all these 
things mightily humbled me ; and reduced me 
to the brink of the grave. I went alone; I 
kept silence; I refrained from my natural 
food, and my sleep departed from me ; ‘I was 
stricken of God, and afflicted.’ In this situa- 
tion | attempted several times to break my 
mind to some Friends by writing, and to let 
them know how it was with me; but was al- 
ways stopped from doing so; and once when | 
went to the house of an honest-hearted, faith- 
ful servant of the Lord, with an intention to 
open my case to him, the ear of my soul was 
saluted with this prohibition, ‘ See thou do it 
not. The work is the Lord’s.’ My mind 
was fervent with the Lord, (than whom none 


else knew my condition,) that he would be} 


pleased to favour me with the distinct sight 
and knowledge of His will ; that I might not 
be deceived by the enemy of my soul ; who | 
had before seen in some of his artful transfor- 
mations ; but that light might so attend, as that 
[ might make no mistake in darkness. | car- 
ried my burthen from one month to another 
and from meeting to meeting, until Seventh 
month 9th, 1758. In an evening meeting 
finding no excuse would longer do, and that 
faithfulness was required, after Wm. Rickett 
had finished a testimony, in which he express- 
ed much sympathy, and had great encourage- 
ment for some who were under preparation 





Morris, and Catharine Callender, were appoint- 
ed to inform them thereof. Anthony and Ca- 
tharine, were most easy to give the informa- 
tion to Rebecca Jones in the presence of her 
mother. They accordingly did so. On hearing 
it, the mother was much affected, and said, 
“ Beck, your fiiends have placed you on a 
pedestal ; take care you don’t fall!” From 
that time Rebecca had no difficulties thrown 
in the way of her attending meetings. The 
mother’s heart seemed to open towards her 
daughter,—she became very affectionate, and 
treated all Friends who came to visit them with 
kindness and respect. 

Rebecca Jones deemed herself very unwor- 
thy to sit in the meeting of ministers and 
elders ; and she says she “attended the first 
meeting of that sort, under strong apprehen- 
sions of my own weakness, and the necessity 
of labouring after trae humility.” 

She continues her narrative : 

“In the spring of the year 1761, my dear 
mother began to decline very fast in her 
health, and could scarce keep about house. 
She grew weaker and weaker, insomuch that 
she needed constant attendance all the sum- 
mer. I had a large school on my hands, (the 
only means for our subsistence,) to take care 
of, and her to nurse both night and day, till 
the Ninth month, when she grew so ill that I 
was obliged to break up the school. | also 
was much reduced in my health ; and by such 
constant exercise both of body and mind, re- 
ceived a weakness that [ fear I shall never be 
rid of. She deceased near the end of the 
Ninth month, 1761. And here | seem free to 
add, that she was a woman of good natural 
understanding, of a noble disposition, had 
many good qualities, and lived a peaceable life 
among her neighbours, and | have good 
grounds to believe, was under a religious ex- 
ercise of mind for many months before her 
decease. She was favoured with an easy pas- 
sage, which she often in her illness prayed 
for as atsign of acceptance with the Lord, 
and was buried in the burial ground of the 
Church of England (so called), among whom 
she always made profession. In her illness 
she desired to see Daniel Stanton; he came, 
and had a heart-tendering time in supplication, 
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particularly on her account, (whom he had/ was their glory. They did not mind being | also been received from several individuals, 
known from a young woman,) that she might) undervalued by the vulgar crowd, tat they to whom the distribution and sale of Bibles 
be favoured with patience, and might obtain | might with greater earnestness long after a | and Testaments had been entrusted, and we 
mercy withthe Lord. After which she seem-| better inheritance. The love of the world hope for an increase in the number of Friends, 
ed eusy, and said he was a servant of the| was death to these Christians. Th»y thought | who may feel a willingness to promote the ob- 
living God.” it was a certain sign that they had no portion | jects of the Association, by making inquiry in 

in Christ, if they attempted to serve God and | their respective neighbourhoods, as to the 


(To be continued.) 
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Example of Early Christians. 


“ We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out. And having food and 
int let us be therewith content.”—1 Tim. vi. 
The following extract from William Caton’s 

abridgement of the lives of the primitive Chris- 
tians, strongly points them out as a Cross- 
bearing, sell-denying people, who like stran- 
gers and pilgrims here, were mainly seeking 
another, and a better country; that is an 
heavenly. 

“ When religion was woven into the civil 
government,” says a pious historian of that 
period, “and flourished under the protection 
of the emperors, men’s thoughts and discourses 
were, as they are now, full of secular affairs ; 
but in the first three centuries of Christianity, 
men who embraced this religion, had given up 
all their interest in this world, and lived in a 
perpetual preparation for the next, as not 
knowing how soon they might be called to it: 
so that they had little else to talk of but the 
life and doctrines of that Divine example, 
which was their hope, their encouragement, 
and their glory.” 

To proceed with William Caton :— 

“ The members of this Christian communi- 
ty looked mean and contemptible. Nothing 
about them was pompous, either in clothes, 
diet, or habitation, or household stuff. Such 
as were noble or learned, or of genteel extract, 
laid aside all their pride, and all their swell- 
ing titles, and forgot that they had been better 
born or educated than others: and became 
like their brethren. 
hair, was a thing both their men and women 
proscribed from their care. They thought 
that labour lost, which was employed about 
such superfluities. “They were jealous of their 
serious frame of mind and spirit ; and there- 
fore all such dresses as served to infuse vanity 
into their minds, or damp their zeal to reli- 
gion, they shunned, as they did houses infected 
by the plague. They minded no such things 
as modes and fashions, nor did any new habit 
or ornament that came up, entice them to imi- 
tation. Decency was their rule, and modesty 
the standard of their habit and convefsation. 
They wore nothing about them that was cost- 
ly or curious. Their study and contrivance 
was, how to make themselves fit for the mar- 
riage of the Lamb. Their garments were 
either linen, woollen, fur, or sheep-skins ; and 
their furniture mean and homely. They were 
despised for their meanness ; and were looked 
upon as unsociable; people of pitiful spirits ; 
strangers to the art of conversation ; melan- 
choly wretches ; brethren of worms; yet they 
mattered not the world’s censures, and tri- 
umphed more in a good .conscience, than the 
others could do in all the glories and vanities 
of this present world. ‘The wagld’s contempt 
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mammon. To be inthe world, an! not of the | wants of Friends, and forwarding the result 


world, was their motto. They chose to be 
low and contemptible in the world, that they 


might have no impediment in their way to 
heaven.” 





Bible Association. 


The Nineteenth Annual Report of the Bible 
Association of Friends in America: Read 


at the Annual Meeting, held on the even- 
ing of the 15th of Fourth month, 1848. 
_ To the Bible Association of Friends in Ame- 
rica. 
The Managers present the following Report 
of their proceedings during the past year : 


ito the Managers. Where Auxiliaries cannot 
be formed, it may still be found desirable oc- 
| casionally to avail ourselves of the services of 
suitably qualified friends, in promoting the sale 
and distribution of our Bibles. 

From the Reports of a number of the Aux- 
iliaries which have been received, it appears 
| that they have been diligently engaged during 
|the past year im ascertaining the wants of 
| Friends within their limits, and supplying them 
with Bibles and Testaments, so far as their 
means have enabled them. One Auxiliary 
states in its Report, that “though the number 
| of Friends unsupplied with complete copies of 
the Holy Scriptures is not much reduced, we 


There have been issued from the Deposito-|can recur to many aged Friends who have 


ry for the year ending Fourth month Ist, 
1848,—4428 Bibles, 3992 Testaments, and 
354 Testaments and Psalms, of which 565 
Bibles, 420 Testaments, and 102 Testaments 
and Psalms were sold to Auxiliaries. 

1314 Bibles, 1727 Testaments, and 105 
Testaments and Psalms have been gratuitous- 
ly disposed of. Of this number 1020 Bibles, 
1531 Testaments, and 50 Testaments and 
Psalms were furnished to Auxiliaries for gra- 
tuitous distribution, or for sale at a reduction 
from the list prices, to such as might not be 
able to pay the full price. 

From the above account, it appears there 
has been an increase of issues from the Depo- 
sitory over the previous year, of 2096 Bibles, 
1232 Testaments, and 231 Testaments and 
Psalms. 

Since last Report, 2000 Reference Bibles, 
2000 School Bibles, 2000 12mo. Testaments, 
and 3000 24mo. Testaments have been print- 
ed. The stereotype plates of the Reference 


Bible have been thoroughly repaired and cor- 


rected by a competent workman. 

A summary of the receipts and payments 
during the year, taken from the Treasurer’s 
account, also a statement of the stock of books 
on hand on the Ist instant, will be found an- 
nexed, 

We have received information (since last 
Report,) of the establishment of an Auxiliary, 
at New Garden, Indiana, and of the revival 
of one which had suspended its operations for 
several years past. It is very desirable that 
the number of these Associations should be 
increased, and the Managers would again call 


Quarterly Meetings, where none have yet been 
formed, to the subject, in the hope that efforts 
may be made to promote their establishment. 

Reports have been received from sixteen 
Auxiliaries, viz. : Vassalborough, Maine; Fair- 
field, Flushing, and Centre, Ohio ; Blue River, 
White Water, White Lick, New Garden Cen- 
tral, Westfield, Spiceland, Hamilton, and 


Springfield, Indiana; Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania; Adrian, Michigan ; Burlington, N. J. ; 
Satisfactory accounts have 


and Salem, lowa. 


























the attention of Friends within the limits of 


been through your benevolence supplied with 
good reference Bibles, who before had small 
school Bibles; and many newly married 
Friends, as well as other individuals, just be- 
ginning, as it were, io this comparatively [un- 
icleared] country, now nicely, and we have 
cause to believe gratefully supplied with com- 
plete copies.” Thus, while the object of the 
parent Association is faithfully carried out, 
‘that of supplying the destitute with good 
legible copies of the Holy Scriptures, and en- 
couraging the frequent and serious perusal of 
them,” we cannot doubt that they will prove, 
as they declare themselves, able to make wise 
unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus, and that the blessing recorded in them, 
respecting those that seek out the cause of the 
poor and needy, will in proportion to their 
faithfulness rest upon them. 

Another Auxiliary observes, “We hope 
that by means of the very liberal donation re- 
ceived of you, and the patient and persevering 
endeavours of a few of our own members, all 
the members of our Monthly Meeting will 
eventually be furnished with full copies of the 
Holy Scriptures, and we shall be glad to do 
all we can to effect the same desirable result 
within the limits of our Quarterly Meeting.” 

Another states, “There have been a great 
many Bibles and Testaments sent here the 
past summer, by other Bible Societies, and 
sold at very low prices or given away, which 
has supplied the demand to some extent, al- 
though many prefer our books, as being neater 
and better executed.” 

Another remarks, “ We believe much good 
has arisen through our feeble endeavours to 
circulate the Holy Scriptures. In addition to 
what our Auxiliary has done, we acknowledge 
with thankfulness, the valuable donations of 
the Parent Association, which have afforded 
ability gratuitously to furnish many who were 
not well able to furnish themselves. We feel 
encouraged to continue our exertions to pro- 
mote the objects of the Association in furnish- 
ing each member of our Society who is capa- 
ble of reading the Holy Scriptures, with a 
good and durable copy.” 
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Another reports, “ Although our operations |it is the design of the Parent Association that 


the past year have not been large, yet they |such should be supplied, and therefore we have 


have probably been as useful as in any previ-| furnished them accordingly. 
We believe there is an increasing | ther to add, that we feel encouraged, notwith- 


ous year. 


We wish fur- 


interest felt in assisting to furnish all our|standing the many difficulties we have to en- 


members with a copy of the Holy Scriptures.” 

Another informs, “ We have during the past 
year had a committee appointed, who have 
made inquiry and supplied each member of 
our religious Society capable of reading, who 
was destitute of a copy and unable to purchase 
it, so far as they have been abje to find [such 
cases ;] and we think that we shall be able to 
keep such deficiency supplied as may occur 
during the ensuing year.” 

Another Auxiliary states, that from the re- 
port of the committee of correspondence and 
of the Female Branch, it appeared that during 
the past year, 46 Bibles and 5 Testaments 
have been distributed ; in which service our 
Female Branch has been very helpful to us. 
Application being made to the committee of 
correspondence by a coloured First-day school 
for a supply of Bibles, and the committee to 
whom the subject was referred believing that 
a donation of Bibles would be usefully appro- 
priated, twenty-four small Bibles were accord- 
ingly furnished, and are included in the num- 
ber above specified. Although it is believed 
that very few, if any, Friends within our 
limits are destitute of the Holy Scriptures, 
cases are occasionally brought to our notice 
which show the propriety of continuing our 
organization. 

From the Report of one of our distant Aux- 
iliaries we extract the following: “ In again 
presenting to you our Annual Report, we feel 
constrained to acknowledge our feelings of 
gratitude to the Parent Association for its very 
liberal donations, by which we have been en- 
abled to furnish many Friends with a copy of 
the Holy Scriptures, who otherwise would in 
all probability not have hada copy. We also 
think it right to inform you, that the recipients 
have generally manifested a lively interest in 
the perusal of them, which has afforded us 
much satisfaction, and has encouraged us to 
persevere in the good work. In looking over 
the wide field of labour which has fallen to 
our lot since the establishment of our Auxilia- 
ry, we feel that a very great degree of respon- 
sibility is resting upon us; and in order that 
you may in some degree appreciate the diffi- 
culties which we have to encounter in render- 


ing our account to the Parent Association, we | 


believe it right to inform you that the number 
of members belonging to the two Monthly 
Meetings [within our limits] is about two 
thousand five hundred, and they are scattered 
over an extent of territory more than 300 mites 
in circumference. We have, however, taken 
care that copies of the Holy Scriptures should 
be distributed in many of these remote sections, 
and many have been in this manner furnished, 
who could not have furnished themselves. In 
these remote settlements Friends are generally 
not in circumstances to be able to purchase 
suitable copies of the Bible, and therefore those 
distributed in such places, are generally dona- 
tions, which much curtails the amount which 
we otherwise might send you for the sale of 
Bibles. But notwithstanding this, we believe 





counter, from the-increasing interest manifest- 
ed by Friends on the subject, and the 
gratefulness of recipients.” 

Another Auxiliary mentions, “ We have 
gratefully to acknowledge the receipt of a va- 
luable donation in Bibles and ‘Testaments, 
many of which have been disposed of; some 
by sales and some gratuitously ; and we may 
add that it afforded us satisfaction to be the 
instruments in dispensing your liberality to 
the needy, and often to hear the expression of 
gratitude from the lips of the glad recipients.” 

Another Auxiliary states: “ ‘Those report- 
ed as having been gratuitously distributed, 
were received by the individuals to whom they 
were given with feelings of lively gratitude, 
| demonstrating the interest they felt in the 

ift. 

. “ We feel in this Auxiliary very much ‘en- 
couraged, partly by the beneficent donation of 
the Parent Association (which we gratefully ac- 
knowledge,) and which has enabled us to 
widen our sphere of action, by reducing the 
price sufficiently low to enable many young 
Friends in very moderate circumstances to 
purchase Bibles or Testaments for themselves, 
but more especially because we see a more 
lively interest in the cause manifested by our 
elderly Friends, both in attending the meetings 
of the Auxiliary more regularly, and impart- 
ing wise counsel and advice to the younger 
members, strengthening their weak hands and 
faltering steps. 

“We are fully persuaded this is a good 
cause, and humbly trust that you as well as 
ourselves, may be enabled with Divine assist- 
ance to persevere therein.” 

Another informs: “ We have the satisfac- 
tion of informing you, that we have still con- 
tinued our labours in the cause the past year, 
believing they have been satisfactory and use- 
ful, especially to a portion of our members, 
who in settling new lands have many difficul- 
| ties to encounter.” 

Another Auxiliary thus concludes its Report : 
“ We are aware that it is but little this Asso- 
ciation can effect, towards extending the circu- 
lation of the Holy Scriptures. Our aim is not 
to accomplish great things, but in the ability 
afforded to do whatsoever our hands find to 
do; trusting that He whose cause we are en- 
deavouring to promote, will at times bless our 
feeble efforts. And should the perusal of these 
inspired pages be instrumental to cheer a few 
sorrowing pilgrims on their journey Zionward, 
to stir up the pure mind by way of remem- 
brance in others, or to induce one wanderer 
from the true fold, to seek Him of whom they 
testify, we shall not have done the little that 
we have done, in vain.” 

We could have desired that all of the Aux- 
iliaries might have forwarded Reports of their 
proceedings during the past year. By those 
received, and from information derived from 
other sources, the Managers are encouraged 
to believe that the Association continues, to a 
considerable extent, to fulfil the design of its 
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founders, by supplying Friends with good co- 
pies of the Holy Scriptures, and promoting the 
lrequent and serious perusal of them, Much 
yet remains to be done, particularly in the 
more remote settlements, where the supply of 
Bibles and Testaments is still quite inadequate, 
and the Managers are very desirous that 
Friends in all parts of our widely extended 
country may embrace every suitable opportu- 
nity to promote the important objects of the 
Association. 

Signed on behalf and by direction of the 

Board of Managers, 
Wiu1am Berrie, Secretary. 
Philada., Fourth mo. 15th, 1848. 


OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


Secretary.—Charles Ellis. 

Treasurer.—Benjamin H. Warder. 

Corresponding Members.—Thomas Kim- 
ber, Paul W. Newhall, Charles Yarnall. 

Managers.—George Williams, Jeremiah 
Hacker, John Elliott, Joseph Rakestraw, John 
Carter, ‘Townsend Sharpless, George G. Wil- 
liams, Samuel Bettle, Jr., John Lippincott, 
Theophilus E. Beesley, Horatio C. Wood, 
William Bettle, Robert Smith, Daniel B,. 
Smith, Charles Williams. 





For * The Friend.” 
THE EFFICACY OF DIVINE GRACE, 
Exhibited in the 


LIFE OF CLEMENTS WILLETS, 
Who was bedridden 39 years, 
(Continued from page 248 ) 


“ But all these would have been light afflic- 
tions, if his heavenly Father had but stood by 
him and sustained him with the beams of his 
love. But he hid his face from him, and with- 
held the comfort of his life-giving presence ; 
and this was a grief incomparably greater than 
all the rest ; from hence proceeded his agony 
at Gethsemane, when he said, ‘ My soul is ex- 
ceeding sorrowful even unto death ;’ and the 
sweat was as it were great drops of blood fall- 
ing down to the ground while he thus trod the 
wine-press alone ; and of the people there was 
none to help him, to uphold or assist in this 
time of suffering ; nor on his dereliction on the 
cross, when all the light of spiritual and tem- 
poral worlds Was withdrawn, and there was 
total darkness over all the land from the sixth 
hour even unto the ninth ; and about the ninth 
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
‘ Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani ;’ that is to say, 
‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?’ Words are too short to set forth or to 
convey to others any proper idea of the nature 
and depth of those sufferings. But when we 
come to feel and pass through the same in our 
own experience, we shall then be sensible how 
it is that Christ hath suffered for us, leaving 
us an example that we should follow his steps. 

“ It is thus we must come to have fellow- 
ship with him in his sufferings, and be made 
conformable unto his death, before we can 
come to know the inmost veil of the temple, 
to be fully rent from the top to the bottom, 
and find access by the blood of Jesus into the 
holiest of all, or be able to say with respect 











eT aE aeETlCeaerlCUCOCrCrlUCUSCUCUC VT UCU] hlUrrUhCUhTlhUh wrhlCUCOCUCU OrlU OCU OOUllU OO 


to our measure of suffering with Christ, it is 


finished, then shall we witness the power of 
his resurrection, and shall know the graves to 
be opened and the dead shall come forth and 
enter into the holy city, and shall appear unto 
many. 

“| write thus plainly and freely unto thee, 
from a persuasion that thou hast attained to a 
good degree of that child-like simplicity which 
can receive and in measure understand these 
heavenly mysteries, which are and ever will 


be hidden from all the wise and prudent of 


this world. Seeing therefore that we have 
such excellent example set before us, and such 
an Almighty power present with us to preserve 
and support us in our pilgrimage through this 
vale of tears, let us lay aside every weight, 
and run with patience the race that is set be- 
fore us, looking unto Jesus the author, that he 
may be the finisher of our faith. Can we dis- 
trust his love to us when he hath so often ap- 
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out of it are the issues of life. Strive not to| coloured population of Philadelphia and its 
open it thyself, but wait his pleasure who hath vicinity, it had been deemed advisable to em- 
the key of David, who when he opens none’ ploy three individuals, (one of whom was a 
can shut, and when he shuts none can open ; | coloured man,) to take a census of their num- 
receive every favour and every trial thou meet-| bers, and collect such statistical information 
est with from him only, and let not any instru- respecting their nativity, education, modes of 
ment withdraw thy mind after changeable |lile, employments, resources, &c. &c., and 
things, and then nothing that is changeable such other general information respecting them, 


can disquiet thee. 
(To be continued.) 


——- 
For“ The Friend."’ 


Darius the Mede. 
I have been much interested by the very 


curious and valuable paper on the Rock of 


Behistun, in the last three numbers of “ The 
Friend.” Nothing has yet transpired in the 
whole range of antiquarian research more 


surprising and important, than the success of 


peared for our help in time of need? Can we) Major Rawlinson in decyphering the arrow- 
who have so often offended his Divine majes-| headed characters. 1 take the liberty of cor- 
ty and grieved his Holy Spirit, complain of | ecting @ slight error in the paper which 


our sufferings, whatever they may be, when 
his only begotten Son, who never offended 
him, hath willingly suffered so much for our 
sakes, that we might come unto God by him— 
that by a faithful perseverance in our spiritual 
warfare we might overcome and be admitted 
to sit with him on his throne, and to that end 
hath given us of his Spirit into our hearts to 
help our infirmities, comfort us in our afflic- 
tions, and to make intercession to the Father 
for us? Have we not felt the consolating in- 
fluence thereof to revive and support us in our 
great trials and conflicts of spirit? Have we 


_ not been with Jesus and had an infallible evi- 


dence from the testimony of his Spirit within 
us, that he who hath thus visited us, in- 
deed is Christ the Saviour of the world? Hath 

ether could do? Have we not heard such 
,owerlul words from him as never man spoke? 
‘4d not our hearts burn within us while he 
‘»Iked with us by the way, and while he open- 
ed to us the scriptures? 

“ Oh let a sense of his mercies and wonder- 
ful condescension fill our heart with gratitude 
and ardent desires that his holy fire within us 
may be kindled into a holy flame, and never 
cease burning till it hath consumed every 
thing that is not of his own pure and unchange- 
able nature. Let it be our constant practice 
and delight to sit with Mary at his foot-stool, 
and wait for his words which are spirit and 
life, and give life to all that hear him, for he 
is the true minister of the sanctuary, who is 
appointed and anointed of the Father to preach 
glad tidings to the poor, and to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to comfort the mourners in 
Zion, that he may ‘ give them beauty for ashes, 
the oil of- joy for mourning, and the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness.’ 

I have a few things more to add by way 
of advice and caution ; as they simply arise in 
my mind, without any premeditation, I there- 
fore communicate them to thee in that bro- 
therly love and Christian freedom which 
thinks no evil, nor admits of any doubt, but 
that thou would receive them in the same. 

“Ist. Keep thy heart with all diligence, for 


he pot wrought such mighty works in us as! 


speaks of Darius Hystaspes as being identical 
with the Darius of the book of Daniel. The 
prophet Daniel is supposed to have died in the 
third or fourth year of the sole reign of Cyrus, 


at the age of at least ninety years. ‘The| 


‘* Darius the Mede” of the scriptures, was Cy- 
axares the uncle of Cyrus, who reigned joint- 


ly with him after the taking of Babylon, and | 


had the Assyrian portion of the empire assign- 
ed him as his province. Darius Hystaspes 
did not ascend the throne of Persia for more 
than ten years after the death of Daniel. ‘The 
subject of the succession of these kings is 


fully discussed in Prideaux’s Connection of 


Sacred and Profane History. 


* & 
* 
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THE YEARLY MEETING. 


The select meeting convened on Seventh- 
day, the 15th instant, and was about the usual 
size. 

The general meeting was large. Epistles 
were read from the Yearly Meetings of Lon- 
don and Dublin, and from all those on this 
continent except New England ; and the desire 
was expressed that this correspondence might 
be so conducted as to strengthen the respective 
meetings, and to establish their members on 
our most holy faith. 

The minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings, 
setting forth the different concerns in which 
that body has been engaged during the past 
year, were read. From them it appears that 
the committee of that body appointed upon the 
subject of Slavery, the slave trade, and the 
state of the free coloured people, has given 
much attention to the subjects committed to it. 
Nothing has been sufficiently matured upon 
the former branch of the subject, to be brought 
forward, but the effurts of the committee to 
obtain information are continued. In prose- 
cuting the inquiries into the condition of the 


as might be relied on. This has been done; 
and it is proposed to have the whole arranged 
in tabular form, which will no doubt furnish 
| much valuable information. One striking fact 
revealed by this inquiry is, that a very large 
proportion of the physical and moral degrada- 
tion and wretchedness found among our col- 
oured population, is cleagly traceable to Sla- 
very. ‘There was also an interesting report 
upon the sale and distribution of Friends’ 
books, showing the care which has been taken 
jon that subject, and the success attending it. 
The “ Appeal for the Ancient Doctrines of the 
Religious Society of Friends,” adopted at our 
last Yearly Meeting, and referred to the Meet- 
ing for Sufferings for revision and publication, 
has been re-examined, some slight alterations 
made, and 5000 copies published. <A few 
hundred copies of G. Fox’s Journal have been 
| struck off from the stereotype plates, and the 
Apology by R. Barclay, has been stereotyped. 
| The proceedings of the meeting were approv- 
ied, and the members encouraged to persevere 
in their efforts to promote the cause of ‘Truth. 
The correspondence with N. England was 
| disposed of as meutioned in our paper of last 
week. 

In reviewing the state of the Yearly Meet- 
\ing as brought before it by the answers to the 
queries sent up by the respective Quarters, 
cause for deep exercise and sorrow was mani- 
fested by the deficiencies reported. And al- 
though there was not a great deal expressed, 
yet we believe the minds of many Friends 
were brought under a deep travail for the more 
general prevalence of that true spiritual bap- 
tism which alone can cleanse from our defile- 
ments, and qualify both individually and col- 
lectively, to labour effectually for the promo- 
tion of the blessed cause of righteousness.—A 
‘lively concern for the proper training and 
| education of the youth, took hold of the meet- 
ing, and parents were affectionately exhorted 
| to exercise their authority in subduing the wills 
of their children ; commencing at an early pe- 
i riod of life, even in infancy ; and to accustom 
them to submit with alacrity to all their rea- 
sonable requisitions. Also to be willing to 
make all reasonable sacrifices in order to give 
their offspring the advantages of a guarded 
literary education, in schools taught by mem- 
bers of our Society, or in families ; and by all 
pone to avoid,exposing them to the contami- 

nation incident to the public and mixed 
lschools. ‘The danger of allowing books of an 
injurious character to come into the hands of 
the young and inexperienced was also perti- 
nently alluded to; and the evils likely to arise 
from the perusal, by them, of works upon 
religious subjects written by ministers of 
other religious societies, and others speaking 
slightingly of our testimonies, were pointed 
out. 

The report from the committee having 
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charge of West-town Boarding-School was in- | strength dissipated. This can only be coun- 


teresting and satisfactory. ‘The average num- 
ber of pupils throughout the year had been 


terac ted by increased watch/ulness, and retire- 


;ment from much company and frequent visit- 


180. ‘The committee call attention to the) ing, where the temptation to improper freedom 


practice fallen into by some, of sending cloth- 
ing of an objectionable character to their chil- 


dren, a short time prior to the close of the) 


session, fur them to wear on their way home ; 
and it is earnestly desired that no instance of 
the kind shall again occur, as it is entirely 
contrary to the rules of the Institution, and in 
violation of the known concern of the Yearly 
Meeting. Parents were also requested not to 
furnish their children with money while at 
West-town. 

The report of the committee charged with 
the gradual civilization and improvement of 
the Indian natives, gave ground to believe, that 
notwithstanding the many discouragements 
thrown in their way, their labours continue to 
confer important benefits upon that portion of 
the aborigines of our country which has so 
long received the care of this Yearly Meeting. 
The report again brought into view the advan- 

likely to acerue to the Indians, from a 
family of rightly concerned Friends with a 
competent female head, residing at the settle- 
ment ; and the language of encouragement was 
held out to any who might feel this concern 
to rest upon them, to be faithful, and not look 
too much at the difficulties which may present, 
inasmuch as those who had been willing to 
make the sacrifice had found a blessing to at- 
tend it. The labours of the Friend who has 
been residing on the reservation for some 
years, have given the committee great salis- 
faction. 

Epistles to all the Yearly Meetings except 
New England were read and approved ; and 
under a covering of solemn silence the meet- 
ing concluded on Sixth-day noon, to convene 
again at the usual time next year, if consist- 
ent with the Divine will. 

We believe this Yearly Meeting to have 
been the largest held in this city since the 
year 1827. A great number of young Friends 
were in attendance, whose appearance and de- 
portment, evinced, not only their interest in 
the Society, but that many of them are drawn 
by the convictions of ‘Truth to sustain its 
principles and testimonies. 
women Friends have remarked that they had 
no recollection of any meeting in which the 


|in the pastures of life. 








of remark, often operates successfully to induce 
both young and old, to say what had better 
be withheld ; and sometimes in a manner that 


‘injures the good cause, and it may be offends 


the little ones. Advice was frequently given 
to seek for a dwelling-place in the quiet habi- 
tation. Let every one strive to be gathered 
here, that they may experience the unslum- 
bering Shepherd of Israel, to guard them by 
his power, to tender their hearts with his love, 
to lead them by the still waters, and feed them 
The cause is the 
Lord's; he only can defend and support it, 
and grant authority and strength even to the 
most devoted, to advocate it availingly for their 
own good, and its advancement in the earth. 
If all would take this ground, and in humility 
keep it, the present affliction would be blessed, 
to the refinement of many, and the increased 
stability and beautifying of our religious So- 
ciety. 

There are many living who have a distinct 
recollection of fathers and mothers in Israel 
who were ornaments to the church, whose 
gilts were of a superior order, and who by 
their faithfulness to the Light of Christ, gave 
strength and force tothe body. Although most 
of those so extraordinarily gifted have been 
withdrawn, yet he who ascended up on high 
and led captivity captive, is still giving gifts 
unto many in this day, whom he is enlisting 
by his love and power to use them for his 
honour. Some persons may now say, *“ What 
do these feeble Jews? will they fortify them- 
selves? will they sacrifice? will they revive 
the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish 
which are burnt?” And others may stand by 
with this language, “ Even that which they 
build, if a fox goup, he shall even break down 
their stone wall ;” but the same God to whom 
Nehemiah prayed, “to turn their reproach 
upon their own head,” will regard the secret 
prayers and exercises of his anointed ones, 
and enable them to stop the breaches, and to 
set up the gates. ‘They and their gifts may 
be lightly esteemed, yet if they are faithful in 
a little, these will be made rulers over more; 


Some of our aged | and advancing by slow, but sure steps, in 


humble, steadiast reliance on the Lord alone, 
will also in their day shine as stars in the 


young women made so generally a plain ap- | firmament of God’s power, 


pearance, and conducted with more becoming 
religious weight, than at this annual gathering, 
which afforded much strength and comfort to 
them. 

The trials of the day, we doubt not, have 
led many among the younger class of both 
sexes to inquire into the doctrines of their 
forefathers; and they feel bound to reject all 
modification of them, to stand firmly in defence 


of the Truth, and to strengthen the hands of 


their older Friends. But it is well 10 recollect, 
that a state of agitation is not congenial with 
a growth in grace. ‘There is a liability to be 


drawn out from under a proper exercise of 


mind into disputation and argument, and some- 


times into censoriousness of others, by which 


the tender mind is wounded, and the spiritual 











We learn that the committee who have 
charge of Mount Pleasant Boarding-School, at 
a late meeting, were introduced into much 
concern on account of the limited manner in 
which it has been supported for several years 
past. 

During the last session there were more 
scholars than at some former times, yet the 
committee thought, as the number of boys 
likely to attend the summer session was small, 
that it would be better to suspend that depart- 
ment of the school for the present, with the 
prospect of resuming it at the commencement 
of the winter term, 
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RECEIPTS. 


Received of Ephraim Morgan, agent, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, from Wm. Crossman, $6, vols. 18, 19, 20; es- 
tate of C. W. Taylor, $6 in full, to 52, vol. 21 ; Susan 
Shaffer, $6, to 52, vol. 19; Ezra Bailey, $4, to 52, vol. 
19 ; James Langstaff, $4, to 52, vol. 19 ; Sarah Evans, 
$4, to 39, vol. 21; Samuel Stedham, $8.75 in full, to 
22, vol. 21; Eli Griffith, $4, vols. 20 and 21. 





A Teacher Wanted. 


Wanted a Friend to take charge of the male 
department of the boarding-school at Mount 
Pleasant, Ohio, for the Winter term, com- 
mencing Ninth month 18h. 

Apply to the Superintendent, Nathan Hall, 
at the school ; or to Joseph Walton, Jr., No. 
2 Crown street, Philadelphia. 





Haverford School Association. 

The Stated Annual Meeting of the Haver- 
ford School Association, will be held at the 
committee-room, Arch street meeting-house, 
on Second-day afiernoon, Filth month 8th, 
1848, at 4 o’clock. 

Cuartes Exuis, Secretary. 





WANTED 


A Friend to take charge of the School at 
Haddonfield, N. J., under the care of the 
Monthly Meeting. Apply to 

SamvuKL NICHOLSON. 
Haddonfield, N. J., Fourth month, 1848. 





West-town Boarding School. 


The Summer session will commence on 
Sixth-day, the 28th of the Fourth month: and 
conveyances will be provided to take the chil- 
dren to the school, which will leave the Penn- 
sylvania Hotel, No. 46 North Sixth street, on 
that day and the day following, at 1 o’clock 
in the aliernoon. Parents and others who are 
desirous of sending their children to the school, 
will please make early application to the Su- 
perintendent, Joseph Snowdon, or at the office 
of the Treasurer, No. 84 Arch street. 





Diep, at her residence in Columbiana county, O., 
of typhus fever, the 17th of T'welith month, 1847, in 
the Slst year of her age, Evizasern, wife of Ephraim 
Oliphant, and daughter of William and Sarah Heald. 
She was a member4tnd overseer of Middicton Munth- 
ly Meeting. Having been engaged tor several months 
in frequently waiting on some near and dear relations, 
who died ot the same complaint, she observed to her 
daughter, when walking in the garden a few weeks 
beiore she was taken sick, that she did not expect to 
live to see that garden made again; and afier she 
was taken, seemed to be of the belief that she would 
not recover, One day she remarked to a Fricnd that 
she had no expectation of getting well again; but if 
she did not, all would be well. She frequently ex- 
pressed her gratitude to those who waited on her, 


——, on Second-day, the 10th instant, at her resi- 
dence in Philadelphia, of paralysis, Saran, widow of 
David Lightfoot, late of Chester county, in the 61st 
year of her age. ‘This dear Friend was by her infir- 
mities long withdrawn from active life. She bore her 
bodily afflictions with patience,—and we believe has 
entered into everlasting rest with those who have 
come out of great tribulation, whose robes have been 
washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. 
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